
Welcome to 
Psychology
2022





Faculty of Health Sciences - Management

• Executive Dean 
• Prof Awie Kotzé

• Deputy Dean: Strategy and Business Development
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School Director
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• Deputy Director: MC
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• Deputy Director: VC
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• Deputy Director: PC
• Prof. Elmari Deacon

School of Psychosocial Health: Management

Two subject groups in the School: 
Psychology and Social Work
Programmes are presented across 
three campuses of the NWU: 
Potchefstroom, Vanderbijlpark and 
Mahikeng



Subject group Psychology - MC

Subject Group Deputy Leader 
Prof Choja Oduaran

Administrative officer 
Ms Naane Mogotsi

Programme leader
Ms Mianda Erasmus



Subject group Psychology - PC

Psychology 
Subject Group Deputy Leader 
Prof Karel Botha
(E8 – 122)

Administrative officer 
Ms  Jill Kuhn
(E8 – 126A)

Building  E8 / J Chris Coetzee (JCC) 



• Subject Group Leader
• Mr Christiaan Bekker
• A13-121

• Senior Administrative Assistant  
• Ms Kgomotso Kibi
• A13-108B

Subject group Psychology - VC

Building A13 First Floor
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Academic Student Association and/or Student Representative 
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Subject Group Leader / Programme Leader

Deputy School Director  School Director

Deputy Dean (T&L)  Executive Dean

Deputy Vice Chancellor



• the science that studies human behaviour and the 

physiological and cognitive processes that underlie it

• It is also the profession that applies the accumulated 

knowledge of this science to practical problems (Weiten, 

p. 15)



What are the major 
research areas in 
Psychology?



Positive 
psychology



What are the major 
speciality areas in 
Psychology?



Weiten, p. 18; Fig 1.8

Educational 
psychology

Research 
psychology

Research psychologists apply skills in statistics, research design, computing and data analysis in an attempt to answer a variety 
of questions. They may work in government departments, management institutes, market research, media or public opinion 

research.



6 Areas of Specialisation: 
PSYCHOLOGY

Clinical

Counselling

Educational

Industrial

Research

Neuro



What is the training route to 
become a psychologist?
How many years             
should you study?



PSYC 1 - 3

Honours in 
Psychology
(academic)

Masters
Clinical Psychology

Counselling Psychology
Research Psychology

Training route:
Psychologist

Selection:
Gate 1

4 year B.PSYC 
programme

(not offered at NWU)

Selection:
Gate 1

At least 65% 
average

You are 
here



After university

Masters degree 
Clinical Psychology

Internship: Hospital

Community service

Masters degree 
Counselling
Psychology

Internship at an 
accredited 
counselling site

Masters degree 
Research
Psychology

Internship at a 
university of research 
company  



Career possibilities 

Clinical Psychologist 
• Assessment, diagnosing and intervention with patients with especially serious 

psychological distress. 
• Works mostly in hospitals 
• Private practice 

Counselling Psychologist 
• Assessment, diagnoses and intervention with clients experiencing life 

challenges and less serious psychological distress   
• Works especially with problems related to individuals, families, couples, work 

planning and career related counselling. 
• Private practice  

Research Psychologist 
• Planning, development and implementation of research in the field of psychology





Psychology modules

1st

year

• PSYC111  
• PSYC121
• PSYC122

2nd

year

• PSYC211
• PSYC212
• PSYC221
• PSYC223

3rd

year

• PSYC311
• PSYC312
• PSYC321
• PSYC322

Page 
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Major in 
Psychology 

(9)

Introduction to Psychology 
Social and community Psychology
Introduction to research in Psychology (only MC)

Development Psychology 
Personality Psychology 
Positive Psychology 
Introduction to Neuropsychology (only MC)

Psychopathology 
Research and Psychometry 
Basic counselling and ethical conduct 
Applied Psychology Which programmes 

offer these modules / 
majoring in 
psychology?



Psychology and 
Geography and 
Environmental 
Management 

1GB H10 

There is a separate document 
to explain the details of this 

programme.

PC



Psychology 
and Tourism 
Management

1GB H11

There is a separate document 
to explain the details of this 

programme.

PC



Psychology 
and Labour 
Relations 

Management 
1GR H02

There is a separate document 
to explain the details of this 

programme.

PC & 
VC



Bachelor of 
Social Sciences 

WITH 
Psychology 

1GG-H38, G301M

There is a separate document 
to explain the details of this 

programme.

MC



Other programmes offering psychology as 
major

• Human movement science and 
Psychology

• Recreation science and 
Psychology 

• Psychology  and Labour relations 
management

• Psychology and Geography and 
Environmental Management

• Psychology and Tourism 
management

• Physiology and Psychology 

• Psychology and languages
• Sociology and Psychology 
• Ethics, Philosophy and Psychological 

Sciences
• Psychology and Society
• Psychology and the Social Sciences
• History and Psychology
• Social Anthropology and Psychology

Faculty of Health Sciences Faculty of Humanities



TIME ALLOCATION
• 12 credits = 120 study hours

• 120 hours divided by 15 weeks = 8 hours per week

• Any time spent on psychology module/content

• That means: 8 hours PER WEEK of work on PSYC111 & 121.

• (and every other 12 credit module!)

12 credits
=

120 study hours

Other important matters



• “Take and use another persons thoughts, writings, or 

inventions as one’s own”(Concise Oxford Dictionary, 1982, p. 781)

• Disciplinary action can be taken

• All assignments must be submitted in soft copy on 

eFundi via “Turn-it-in” 

• Online – individual work! 

Plagiarism Policy



• Take responsibility for continuous learning
• Engage with online content 
• Engage with lecturers and students where required
• Comply with submission deadlines
• Respect others
• Act in an ethically correct manner

Code of conduct



Asking for assistance is IMPORTANT

• Ask your lecturer!
• Consult with the responsible lecturer
• Currently – send emails (ask online 

consultation)
• Maintain an open, trusting relationship

• Use the support available
• CTL training videos on eFundi, etc.
• Library

• Supplemental instructors (SIs)
• Senior students 
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